Synchronous Small Group Discussion: Session 10

Topic: Instructional Program Coherence
Reading: Newmann, F.M., Smith, B., Allensworth, E., & Bryk, A.S. (2001). Instructional Program Coherence: What It Is & Why It Should Guide School Improvement Policy. Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, Vol. 23 (4), 297-321.
This article addresses the topic of school reform, describing how instructional program coherence can facilitate learning gains, as measured by standardized. At heart, this is research about organizational improvement that implicitly draws upon organizational theory. 

Instructions

Then, select a scribe who will record the key components of your discussion. Select a time-keeper who will keep the conversation on track. Record questions that emerge. Everyone should be ready to share ideas. Remember, the purpose is to have a robust discussion. 

I. Article Structure

1. What strategy did you use to read the article?

2. What observations can you make about the article structure? Can you identify the five traditional sections—introduction; literature review; methodology; findings; discussion?
II. Article Content
3. What are the components of instructional program coherence? 

What are the benefits of program coherence?

4. What did schools do to achieve stronger instructional program coherence?

What factors undermine instructional program coherence? 

5. In what ways does the article and the authors framing of the content reflect:  
· open systems perspective of organizations?

· rational-technical perspective of organizations?

· natural-social perspective of organizations?

III. Claims Write 2-3 claims that accurately represent key findings from the study

1.   

2.

